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For More Information 
We welcome all inquires.  All requests for information concerning 
holly or the Holly Society of America, Inc., should be addressed 
to the secretary.  All technical questions will be referred to the 
foremost experts in the field.  

Holly Society of America, Inc., P.O. Box 803, Millville, NJ 08332-0803
Secretary Carole Cossaboon, E-Mail: secretary
Editor/Webmaster Rachel Cobb, E-Mail: editor
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Display garden at Heartwood Nursery, Felton PA, Cornus sericea,  Ilex opaca ‘Clarendon Spreading’,   
Ilex verticillata ‘Mary Jo’, Chamaecyparis thyoides.
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And just like that, summer is over, the days are shorter, 
the landscape is easing into a restful repose for a few 

months. What will you busy yourself with this winter? 
As a Nursery owner, I don’t ever ‘close down’, my efforts 
are directed toward winter propagation, pruning, grounds 
maintenance and planning for the coming spring. There is also 
plenty of time to reflect and focus on Holly Society business 
and happenings. If there were anything positive to report for 
the effect that COVID has had on our group, it would have to 
be the continuing development of our strong virtual presence. 
Looking back just a few years ago - there was a sense of 
reluctance from some to move toward an on-line presence. 
The pandemic has challenged us to do just that, and we 
wouldn’t be able to survive without it. 

The HSA Executive Board recently had a very successful 
Annual Board Meeting via Zoom. Committees such as 
the Advertising and Promotions Committee, Arboretum 
Committee, Holly of the Year, Research and Taxonomy, and 
Web Design are actively engaged throughout the year. The 
Sprig and Show Committee has put together a fun, informal 
online ‘Sprig Show’ featuring sprig pictures taken this year 
by HSA members. Our Facebook page continues to stimulate 
weekly conversation and posts from a wide audience. Carole, 
our Executive Secretary, fields some of the most interesting 
questions about Hollies that are received by email from 
the general public all over the country. These questions 
are forwarded by Carole to a panel of HSA members who 
then respond accordingly to the best of their knowledge 

From the President
Sue Hunter

and expertise. Carmen Gianforte and Tom Hilt are working 
together with Editor and Web Designer Rachel to preserve 
valuable proceedings, articles, and historical documents for 
the Archival section of the website. Even though our cherished 
Annual Meeting had to be cancelled this year, we are finding 
our way ahead, keeping in touch with one another, and 
planning for safer times.

In continuing with our presence every year at the Mid-Atlantic 
Nursery Trade Show in Baltimore, we will be taking advantage 
of retaining our booth there for future shows by virtually 
participating in MANTS.com January 6th – January 8th 2021. 
As the pandemic evolves, so do we. Our organization is strong 
and resilient. Though in-person meetings are contingent upon 
what happens with the virus and CDC guidelines, we will 
persevere. 

Please help us keep the Holly Society growing by making 
a tax-deductible financial contribution. Every donation will 
go directly to support our existing outreach, publishing the 
Holly Society Journal, and paying the committed staff who 
we employ. Donations can be made via the PayPal button at 
hollysocam.org or your check can be mailed to Holly Society 
of America, PO Box 803, Millville, NJ 08332-0803. Thank 
you for your continued support.

Your President 

Sue Hunter

Sue H
unter

See the December calendar on page 6 and look for a Wreath Gallery Soon on the  
Members Only Web pages. Send your images to editor@hollysocam.org

http://hollysocam.org
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With everything being canceled this year due to COVID-19, including our annual Holly meeting, having a 
virtual SPRIG SHOW will be a fun way to keep us all connected and the sprig show going. For me, the 

annual sprig contest is one of the high points of the HSA annual meeting. Charlie Anderson once said, “In a contest, 
people may view an array of cultivars at their peak form, including some that are less well-known or even rare.” 
I can really relate to that statement. As a novice, I never knew there was such a variety in the Genus Ilex until I 
attended my first sprig show. A virtual sprig show will allow us to continue this great tradition in 2020. We put 
together a slide show that can be viewed through our website.  Click Here.

Sprig Show 2020
By Janet Shriver and Joe Corio Sprigs, Committee Co-chairs

MANTS
The Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show to Launch MANTS.com Business Hub  

Platform to Facilitate Continued Commerce January 6-8, 2021  
Despite the Pandemic  

 
The Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show announced details on its new MANTS.com Business Hub, developed to connect  

exhibitors and buyers during these changing and challenging times. Despite not being able to meet in person, the intelligent,  
searchable business directory will provide opportunities for exhibitors and buying companies to engage in  

commerce during this year’s show, scheduled for January 6-8, 2021.
https://www.mants.com/attendees

January 6, 7 and 8 (8 am- 8 pm)
$10 per person through January 8, 2021

Registration is Open. 

Over 520 Exhibiting Companies are ready to do business, including the Holly Society of America.

http://hollysocam.org
https://www.xpressreg.net/inquirypage/start.php?sc=MANT0121
http://hollysocam.org/sprig-show.htm
https://www.mants.com/attendees
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November
 •  Pack small container plants into cold frames for 

overwintering

 •  Sink larger container specimens into the 
ground so the roots will not freeze

 •  Add yellow- and orange-fruited hollies to fall 
centerpieces

December-
 •  Cut greens for holiday decorating and make a 

wreath for your door

 •  Add winterberry branches to outdoor 
containers for a bright splash of color

 •  Enjoy birds and other wildlife in your holly 
collection

January
 •  Update your plant records and replace any 

missing labels in your collection

 •  Plan your springtime plant moves and 
acquisitions

 •  Begin winter pruning as the weather permits

Seasonal Calendar
By Jim Resch

February
 •  Walk around outdoors as much as possible to 

appreciate your hollies

 •  Continue pruning evergreen hollies to 
encourage desired shape and size

 •  Rejuvenate older winterberries by cutting 1/3 
of oldest branches to the ground

March
 •  Finish up pruning chores, including any hat 

racking of overgrown trees

 •  Fertilize before new growth begins

 •  Begin planting ball-and-burlap trees as soon as 
the soil is workable

April
 •  Plant lots of new hollies!

 •  Look for winter damage but give plants a 
chance to recover before removing any 
damage

 •  Watch for your earliest hollies to bloom

Wholesale Ilex propagation and production.....
getting ready to fill orders for Spring 2021.

‘Maryland Beauty’ winterberry with a surprising little visitor. 

Jim
 R

esch

Sue H
unter
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1. The holly might be a male. Hollies are either male or 
female (dioecious) and males will not set fruit.  A holly 
purchased as a pollenizer, however, must be a male. Be aware 
of female hollies with male names (e.g. ‘Dan Fenton’, which is 
female).

2.  A holly started as a seedling could take 7-10 years to 
blossom, at which time its sex can be determined.  A seedling 
holly might be a female but could be too immature or 
growing under unfavorable conditions to bloom and set fruit.

3.  A male holly provided as a pollenizer may not be 
compatible with the female.  Any one male holly will 
not pollenize all hollies. There must be an overlap of the 
blooming periods for pollen to reach the female. Ilex 
verticillata (winterberries) require compatible males for both 
early and late bloomers. Males should be planted in similar 
conditions as the females to encourage overlapping bloom. 
Don’t plant the female in full sun and the male in heavy 
shade.

4. Heavy pruning of a holly that blooms on old wood may 
remove flower buds for next year’s berries. This pertains to 
certain species and hybrids. These plants may also bloom in 
the fall after a false dormancy in the hot summer months. 
This will significantly reduce blossoms for next year’s berries.

5. Weather conditions during the spring blooming period 
may prevent the pollen from reaching the female. Steady rain 
at this time can wash away pollen before insects, or the wind, 
can transport it to the female.

6. A late frost could destroy the delicate holly blossoms 
and its crop of berries. Beware of planting in a frost pocket. 
Adequate air circulation is desirable.

7. A newly planted holly may go through a period of 
transplant adjustment before it is healthy enough to bloom. 
Planting too deep, poor soils, inadequate drainage, and 
competition with aggressive root systems can be a factor. 
Don’t always expect immediate results, especially with a 
young plant.

8.  A holly may not bloom well and set fruit if weakened 
by and recovering from extreme conditions. Excessive heat 
and drought, a severe winter, flooding, or high winds can 
be a factor. Deer browsing and rubbing and a reduction in 
pollinating insects, such as declining honeybees, are also a 
concern.

Why a Holly May Not Produce Berries
By William N. Kuhl

9. Hollies planted in deep shade will not produce as many 
flowers as plants in sunnier locations, and berry production will 
likewise be reduced. If the holly cannot be relocated, consider 
thinning nearby trees and removing overhanging limbs to allow 
your holly to receive more light.

A good crop of berries is the goal of most people who plant 
hollies. Getting the holly off to a good start will go a long 
way to meeting this goal. Identifying the correct name of the 
holly is essential for identifying the best male pollenizer. Good 
horticultural practices will keep the holly in a healthy state and 
more capable of blooming and fruiting. If berries are not being 
produced, some adjustments, or just patience is appropriate. When 
conditions are right, you will soon have the desired crop of holly 
berries.

William N. (Bill) Kuhl is a life member of the Holly Society and former 
long-time chairperson of the Show Committee. He is the owner of 
McLean Nurseries in Towson, Maryland.

Jim
 R
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Ilex hybrid ‘Baltimore Blaze’, a new introduction from  
William Kuhl at McLean Nurseries, showing ripening fruit,  
late fall flowers, and newly set green fruit as well.

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
 

Instagram: allabouthollies

Facebook: Holly Society of America 
facebook.com/HollySocietyofAmericaInc/

Facebook: Hollies for Gardening and Decorating 
facebook.com/holliesforgardening/

http://hollysocam.org
https://www.xpressreg.net/inquirypage/start.php?sc=MANT0121
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Interview
By Marissa Donohue and Sue Hunter

Blog article: 
designingtheparksoclp.wordpress.com/2020/07/14/
historic-horticulture-stories-from-women/

YouTube program: 
youtube.com/watch?v=YXbKqOZKR-M

What is your position with the National Park Service?
I am a Horticulture Associate with the Olmsted Center 

for Landscape Preservation. The Olmsted Center is a program 
of the Cultural Resources division of the National Park Service. 
My position is part of the Designing the Parks Internship 
Program and is funded through the National Council for 
Preservation Education.

How has your career evolved to bring you to where you are 
today?
My interests are interdisciplinary, and as a result I have 
explored a few different paths! I studied Environmental 
Studies and Anthropology, and knew I was interested in 
the intersection of people and plants. I began working in 
environmental education with youth, often doing stewardship/
conservation work in parks. This led me to Longwood Gardens 
where I interned with the Education Department, and in the 
process learned more about the field of horticulture. Now, as 
Horticulture Associate, I can draw on these past experiences 
while learning new things.

How do you feel learning about woody propagation will 
enhance your understanding of historic trees?
My main project is to revitalize the Olmsted Center’s Historic 
Plant Preservation program. As I build a sustainable program 
structure, it is important that I understand the practical 
realities of woody propagation – the timeline, resources 
needed, techniques, types of cuttings, etc. I can then apply that 

knowledge to the decision-making process for historic trees in 
our program, and successfully set them up for propagation. 

Why is the preservation of Historic/Witness trees important 
to the NPS and the public?
Historic trees are woven into the landscapes and the stories 
of National Park sites. Through preservation, propagation, 
replacement, and interpretation, the NPS is able to continue 
telling the stories of trees for future generations. These stories 
include biological information, horticultural history, cultural 
meaning, and historical significance.

What has been the most rewarding experience of your 
career so far?
I appreciate the ways in which I can blend my multiple 
environmental interests. As Horticulture Associate, I am able to 
blend horticulture, program management, communication with 
park staff, and some interpretation for park visitors.

Marissa Donohue is an intern with the National Park Services’ Olmsted Center for Landscape 
Preservation.  She works to ensure the preservation of and continued presence of Historic and Witness 
trees within the National Park System.  Marissa is also an enthusiastic proponent for women in the field 
of Horticulture. Recently Marissa spent the day at Heartwood Nursery, learning about propagation and 
growing techniques.  The following interview was conducted by Sue Hunter, owner of Heartwood Nursery.

http://hollysocam.org
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How to Mail Hollies
(AS IF THEIR LIVES DEPENDED ON IT)

By Jim Resch

There is nothing more disappointing than receiving a box full of damaged plants from an online 
vendor.  Hollies can be especially tricky to ship, with their stiff stems and evergreen foliage.  Fortu-

nately, I have found an easy way to mail hollies over great distances with little to no damage.  As much 
as I would like to take credit for it, this is the shipping method taught to me by the late Hank Schannen, 
the former proprietor of RareFind Nursery.  Thanks, Hank!

I begin with long rectangular boxes, about six inches square in cross section. These will accommodate 
quart-sized up to trade gallon containers, or my favorites, 5-inch square containers holding a true half 
gallon of soil.  The containers are first wrapped in plastic bags, and the plastic is taped together around 
the stem to prevent soil from spilling out during shipment.   The containers are then fitted into opposite 
ends of the shipping box, with the tops of the plants facing each other towards the middle.

The most important step is to secure the containers to the end of the shipping box using twine.  Punch 
a hole on both sides of the box at the top of each container, and thread the twine through the holes.  Tie 
the ends together on the outside of the box, and cut off any excess.  Then, using wide shipping tape, 
cover the string on the outside of the box so it cannot be snagged during processing.

http://hollysocam.org
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January 5, 2021
Online Event

Pack a little crumpled newspaper around the con-
tainers themselves if they do not already fit snugly 
into the box.  Finally, tape the box closed with wide 
shipping tape, and you’re ready to take the pack-
age to the Post Office or your local shipping store.  
Even better, you can print your own mailing labels 
and pay for postage online if you prefer, allowing 
you to mail packages from your own home.  

Happy Shipping!

Click here to Join Event
Horticulture and Folklore 

Speaker Series - Hollies: The Crown 
Jewel in the Horticultural World 

Join Sue Hunter Woerthwein for an overview 
of Holly lore, environmental significance and 
place in the garden/landscape. Discover how to 
create year-round beauty and natural diversity 
using hollies. Blooming periods, care, and 
culture will be discussed. Please use the Zoom 
link to join us day of, no registration required.
Learn More...

http://hollysocam.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88404682423?pwd=a0JjWmx2ZWEwaklGV0lDK2piaVpXZz09
https://fb.me/e/TfsFiDUt

