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Flower Haven

A distinctive surround of white paperbark trees (Melaleuca leucadendra) is a unique 
feature of this cozy cottage garden. The 18 trees were planted in 1979. Group planting 
and painstaking care produced these unusually handsome specimens. In contrast to 
their pale trunks, a rainbow of color bursts from flowers that begin in the abundantly 
planted sidewalk median and continue across the lawn and into large pots on the front 
porch.

The cape honeysuckle at the right side is one of several plants original to the 
house. Moving into the passage to the walled back garden, note the family “heirlooms,” 
a collection of old staghorn ferns shaded by a strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo). The 
giant bird of paradise plants (Strelitzia Nicolai) are at least 70 years old. Outside the 
garden wall, a transplanted Cecile Brunner climbing rose of equal age was rescued from 
the childhood home of one of the owners. 

With a dominant Jacaranda mimosifolia this private back garden is both restful 
and a teeming botanical oasis. The garden is packed with a very wide variety of plants, 
including citrus, camellias, roses, fuchsias, and unusual trees and shrubs. All contribute to 
the overall emphasis at this lovely garden on a rich plant palette that produces interest, 
flowers and color.

Garden No. 1  
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Plant List

1.  Prunus salicina (Chinese plum)
 2.  Brunfelsia pauciflora ‘Floribunda’ (Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow)
 3.  Coprosma repens ‘Pacific Sunset’ (Mirror Plant)
 4.  Iochroma cyanea ‘Royal Blue’ (Tubeflower)
 5.  Lomandra longifolia  ‘Platinum Beauty’ (Variegated Dwarf Mat Rush)

Artist-Gardener-Wizard

 Good things tend to happen when an artist creates a garden. If that artist brings 
the sensibility of a sculptor to his landscape design and is a discerning plant collector 
who meticulously keeps up the plants and grounds, the outcome is magical. In this 
garden, every plant appears to be in exactly the right place and each is an exemplar of 
its species. This garden is unique, as if the wizard Merlin has been at work; it has the 
power to enchant. 
 The lot itself calls for something different by rather steeply falling away from street 
level. The owner reimagined this space as a structured botanical garden with room for 
the display and creation of art. A wildly colorful mosaic greats visitors at the top left of 
the garden—it was built with the help of children. On close inspection, it delights with 
the array of unusual objects that are imaginatively incorporated into the design. In this 
garden, even a bird bath becomes a piece of art—and a planter as well. Down the path 
and to the right, the small structure is an art studio. As you visit this garden, take note 
of the home gardens nearby. They are a testament to the generosity of this gardener.

Garden No.2  
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Plant List

1.  Cereus peruvianus   
 ‘Monstrosus’ 
 (Monstrose Apple Cactus)
2.  Dasylirion longissimum  
 (Mexican Grass Tree)
3.  Encephalartos trispinosus   
 (Bushman’s river cycad) #14
4.  Macrozamia moorei  
 (Cycad palm) #12
5.  Strelitzia juncea  
 (Rush-leaved Strelitzia) 



Hillside Potpourri

This front garden has been transformed in recent years. Most of the former water-
thirsty green lawn on the terraced upper level and at both sides of the sidewalk has been 
replaced. The front garden is now a medley of different plants, offering nature’s full variety of 
shape, color, texture and growing habit. The beds on each side of the sidewalk are planted 
with grasses, salvia, cycads, pigmy palms, agave, low flowering plants and bright splashes of an 
orange sedum. Plants are surrounded with organic mulch and a drip system is in place.

 On the upper terrace garden, sloped areas are covered with small gravel and there is 
a continuation of eclectic water-wise planting. In the renovated areas, stones of varying sizes, 
with markings that match the exterior color of the house, are decoratively placed.

The dominant tree is a Macadamia integrifolia (Macadamia nut). To the left stands 
a large bottle brush (Callistemon spp.) and a prolifically fruiting citrus stands to the right. 
A Camellia japonica centers the front windows. Near the house, a grassy area has been 
maintained. Please take care in the narrow passage to the back garden where the 
homeowners have created a small private retreat for outdoor lounging and dipping in a 
covered pool.

Garden No.3  
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Plant List

1.  Dianella tasmanica ‘Variegata’ (Varigated flax)
2.  Euphorbia x martini ‘Ascot Rainbow’
3.  Salvia guaranitica ‘Black and Bloom’ (back garden)
4.  Sedum nussbaumerianum (Coppertone Stonecrop)
5.  Vitex trifolia ‘Purpurea’ (Arabian Lilac)
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Master Garden Magic

 Two master gardeners combined their knowledge and creativity to evolve 
one of the most entrancing gardens on this tour. The friendly informality of the 
front garden, complete with a swing on the non-fruiting mulberry tree (Morus 
alba), offers another alternative to the plain, grassy front lawn. This diverse 
green mix is a happy place for all kinds of birds, butterflies, bees and other 
insects of our ecological system. 
 Moving to the back garden, visitors reach a cool vine arbor. Notice 
the many air plants (Tillandsia) decorating the huge trunk of the vine. A 
combination of hardscape, grass, and the South African ground cover, silver 
carpet (Dymondia margaretae) set the scene for all the features of this garden: 
formal rose plantings, a waterfall and pond, an outdoor kitchen and eating 
area, a succulent garden and a productive vegetable garden. Think rain barrels 
ugly? One in this garden disappears behind its green “clothing.” The variety of 
plants to be found here is far beyond that found at most homes, but as master 
gardeners, these owners know exactly what is growing—their plant list runs to 
six pages. 
 Worth a look: A notable street tree stands just up the hill from this home. 
Native to Australia, it is a large old peppermint tree (Agonis flexuosa) named for 
the scent of the leaves when crushed.

Garden No.4  
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Plant List

1.  Abutilon megapotamicum ‘China Bells’   
 (Chinese Lantern)
2.  Euphorbia tirucalli (Sticks on Fire)
3.  Aeonium decorum ‘Sunburst’
4.  Carica papaya (Papaya tree)
5.  Vaccinium corymbosum  
 (Blueberries in containers)



Gardens 

1. Address removed for privacy

2. Address removed for privacy 

3. Address removed for privacy

4. Address removed for privacy 

5. Address removed for privacy

View as drive-by: 
Modernist succulent garden 
Address removed for privacy

View as drive-by: 
Garden of the Thursday Club 
1224 Santa Barbara St.  
(turn right onto Trieste Dr.)

6. 4638 Alhambra St. 

View as drive-by: 
Plantings and an old olive tree 
Address removed for privacy

7. Address removed for privacy 

    Worth a Visit see Pages 13-14

      Bottled Water

      Porta-potty
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Hacienda Retreat

This is the second garden designed by landscape architect Bryan East for the client 
here at Coronado Avenue. This commission dates back 12 years when this home was built. 
An angled corner alignment of the house creates asymmetric space, adding immediate 
interest to the configuration of the front garden. 

The plan of the larger area called for parallel drifts of different plant species. Over time, 
succulents became dominant, but still appear in distinctive drifts. Tipuana tipu trees provide 
shade. Past a presently unfurnished seating area, a gate leads to the west garden. Visitors 
are transported south of the border in this romantically styled courtyard. The expanse of 
water-saving hardscape is softened by the greenery of a tall hedge, an artful placement of 
tiled planter “islands” and hanging and potted plants of wide variety. One of the only original 
plants in the courtyard is the large multi-trunked yucca at the north end dating to the 
1940s.

Exiting through the back gate and turning right to the sidewalk brings visitors to an 
unusual and beautifully maintained poinsettia hedge stretching almost the full length of the 
house. Bright poinsettias in other colors climb the wall. Along the street, a juniper leans 
toward the sidewalk and a row of olive trees pay homage to the olive orchards that once 
grew in the area.
 

Garden No.5  
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Plant List

1.   Aeonium arboreum ‘Zwartkop’ (‘Schwarzkopf ’) (Black Rose Aeonium)
2.   Asparagus densiflorus ‘Meyersii’ (Foxtail Fern)
3.   Euphorbia ingens (Candelabra tree)
4.   Grewia occidentalis (Lavender Star Flower)
5.   Selenicereus anthonyanus (synonym Cryptocereus anthonyanus)  
  (Ric Rac Cactus, Fishbone cactus)
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The California Garden

California living is celebrated for its easy indoor-outdoor style in which the garden 
becomes an extension of the home. That concept is fully on view at this beautiful 
Spanish style home and its marvelous large garden, brought to maturity in an oceanside 
microclimate. 

A first principle for the Master Gardener who has worked in this garden for 35 years 
was to make food production part of her plan. In addition to decorative plants, the long 
and narrow front garden has fruit trees, strawberry plants, blueberry bushes, kumquats and 
a mix of vegetables cultivated in raised beds. In the opposite corner, a large and expertly 
laced magnolia tree beckons visitors further into the main garden area. A tall hedge of 
Ficus retusa wraps the entire garden offering a refreshing green wall and complete privacy. 
Several citrus trees line the hedge and a mix of other decorative plantings is strategically 
placed. A long pergola entwined with wisteria separates this lawn area from a large in-
ground swimming pool. Tables and a fireplace under the pergola invite al fresco dining and 
family gatherings. 

The path to the back gate exit passes through a kitchen garden inspired by those in 
France. Additional raised beds help in the production of edibles. 

Garden No.6  
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Plant List

1.  Abutilon pictum ‘Thompsonii’ (Painted abutilon)
 2.  Diospyros kaki “Fuyu” (Persimmon)
 3.  Ophiopogon japonicus ‘Nanus’ (Dwarf Mondo Grass)
 4.  Pisonia umbellifera ‘Variegata’ (Map Plant)
 5.  Solandra maxima (Cup of Gold Vine)
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Cottage Charm 
TRAFFIC AND PARKING ALERT:  This area of Ocean Beach is congested.

SDFA suggests making this a last stop, perhaps in combination with
 shopping or eating at a nearby Ocean Beach establishment.

Ocean Beach abounds in small beach cottages grouped into bungalow courts, some of 
which have been beautifully renovated and imaginatively landscaped. This collection of 
seven pastel-colored cottages is a reclaimed example of classic early day Ocean Beach 
neighborhood and vacation housing. 
 Every cottage has a small private front garden with space to do a bit of planting. 
There are window boxes to tend. Note that the shutter designs are themed, but all 
different, providing an easy way to describe the different residences (look for “Pelican 
Cottage”). Each front garden has a different variety of citrus tree, the idea being that 
neighbors will share the fruit. The central courtyard is a communal space for recreation, 
outdoor cooking and neighborly gatherings. There is a fireplace and picnic table. The 
area is partially screened from the street and has some greenery to soften the brick 
paving. A central stone fountain is creatively reinvented as a succulent planter. At the 
rear of the property space to grow vegetables is provided in a small community garden 
and there is a dog-washing station for any resident canines.
 

Garden No.7  
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Plant List

1.   Distictis buccinatoria (Blood Red Trumpet Vine)
 2.  Duranta repens ‘Variegata’ (Brazilian Skyflower)
 3.  Feijoa sellowiana (Pineapple Guava, grown as a Standard)
 4.  Magnolia chjampaca (Joy Perfume Tree)
5.  Kalanchoe fedtschenkoi (in Seahorse Cottage windowbox)
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4444 Greene Street 
The Point Loma Native Plant Garden

 
NOTE: Street parking only—space limited.

Pedestrian entrance at the right of the chained gates.

 The Point Loma Native Plant Garden is a hidden gem with many rare and 
endangered native plant species that are found along the San Diego River. Some of the 
plants are not found naturally anywhere else in the world but in our region. Located 
just uphill from the San Diego River estuary, this garden is now managed by the San 
Diego River Conservancy. The garden is part of the City of San Diego’s Collier Park 
West between Ocean Beach and Point Loma. 

Worth a Visit:  
More Notable Landscapes and Gardens

Along Sunset Cliffs Boulevard  
(Between Adair and Ladera)

Sunset Cliffs Natural Park

 At Sunset Cliffs Natural Park people can enjoy the “natural coastal environment 
as it once was, free from the effects of man and intended to inspire the user to reflect 
on the grandeur of the sea.” Dedicated in 1983, the park preserves 68-acres stretching 
along the Pacific Ocean. The hillside area is a designated multiple species conservation 
area and links to the 640-acre Point Loma Ecological Reserve beginning at the Navy 
property to the south. 
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4761 Niagara Avenue 
Wisteria Garden and Cottage

 
NOTE: This is a private home. Please do not disturb occupants.

This beach cottage was built in 1907. The garden is opened annually when the 100-year 
old wisteria vines are in bloom. In addition to the wisteria at the front porch, a large 
side yard is covered by a canopy of the vine. Homeowners Susan and Pat James were 
recently honored by San Diego Save Our Heritage Organisation for their preservation 
of the site and sharing the beautiful wisteria each year. A film “The Beloved Wisteria 
Garden” may be viewed on the Ocean Beach Historical Society website. 

Garden  Tour Committee 

Co-chairs: Kay Harry, Diane Thomas
Advertising: Laurie Lee, Lee Sommerville  
Finances: Laura Guerrero
Plant Identification: Dale Rekus
Publicity: Kathy Esty, Lynn Langley 
Tickets, map and guide: Nancy Carol Carter, Rachel Cobb
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San Diego Floral Association
 

 One of San Diego’s oldest civic organizations, San Diego Floral Association 
was founded in 1907. It was a spin-off from the Chamber of Commerce, a group ea-
ger to see improvements in the appearance of their small city. San Diego Floral aimed 
to help citizens beautify their home gardens by using appropriate plants and growing 
techniques. Early flower shows introduced San Diegans to the wide variety of plants 
that could be grown successfully in our Mediterranean climate. Free plants and cuttings 
were distributed along with instructive brochures as encouragement to homeowners to 
beautify their own gardens. 
  The organization exercised a major influence in the transformation of San Diego 
into a garden spot while also working to improve Balboa Park and preserve local natural 
assets, including wildflowers, old growth oaks and the Torrey pines. California Garden 
magazine was launched for educational outreach in 1909. While remembering our 
founders, including A. D. Robinson and Kate O. Sessions, and cognizant of being one 
of the longest established garden clubs in California, the Floral Association is forward 
looking. Funding scholarships for horticultural students and promoting school gardens 
are two key programs today, along with classes and free public programs on gardening 
and floral design. Since 1923, with the exception of the war years, the Association has 
maintained an office and a horticulture library in Balboa Park as a partner of the San 
Diego Parks and Recreation Department. 

California Garden Magazine 
 

 The Floral Association’s magazine, California Garden, has been in continuous 
publication for 112 years. It was founded in 1909 to educate people about gardening 
in the unique Mediterranean climate of San Diego. Its pages have long championed 
waterwise gardening and the use of native plants in landscapes, while embracing 
imported plants that add beauty and make horticultural sense for our climate. 
California Garden has helped to shape the appearance of our region by championing 
civic beautification and the development of Balboa Park. It has rallied support for 
environmental conservation and the preservation of our canyons and native trees. San 
Diego Floral Association continues in its mission of educating and informing through 
California Garden, making every effort to keep its publication timely and useful to 21st 
century gardeners. Practical guidance on growing ornamental plants and fruits and 
vegetables is offered. Articles on local horticulturists and their gardens, plant collectors, 
landscaping, independent nurseries, floral design and Balboa Park gardens add variety 
to its pages. A guide to local horticulture organizations and a calendar of horticultural 
meetings and events is included in every issue. Published six times per year, the 
magazine is a benefit of membership in the Floral Association.

JOIN SDFA TODAY! 
SDFloral.org



The San Diego Floral Association is indebted to the 
Andersen Nursery, which through the years has been a partner in 
promoting our goals, a continuous contributor and a valued friend.


